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I am {peaking of the Company’s Cre- 
ditors. I am fure I am no Advocate 
for them Perfonally, I thould be pleading 
for fomething they defires whereas, me- 
thinks my task lyes two ways, and both 
very odly Circumftanc’d. 
’ I amon one hand Pleading with the Op- 
Pofers of the Company, that they thould 
not Dilable them from paying their Debts ; 
and on the other hand, Pleadin 
Creditors to be willing to be pai 
This 49 very hard you wil fay, and has 
fome Difficulty is Appearance to be recon- 
cil’d to Truth; and yet nothing is more 
Plain: Zhe Company, If I may judge by 
what Appears, Arc, if Jufticemay be done 
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them, ABLE; and if the Propofals they 
have made to the World are _fincere, 
VERY WILLING to Pay their whole 
Debts, Principal and Intereft. Let asa 
little Enquire whether we ought to believe 
them fincere or no, and whether their 
Abilities to Pay are realorno: For cet- 
tainly, all Men will grant, ifthey are Able 
aod Willing, they ought neither to be 
Difabled or Difcourag’d 4 and if they are 
Difabled, the Debt ought to lye at the 
Door of thofe that do Difable them- 

It isnot for me to determine who can 
legally Difable them ; and ao that would 
fain bring me in here refleéting on the 
Parliament, are miftaken: For I cannot 
believe, nor ever could, and often st 


me Tate ens ee Oe ry 


Seeii s i ale Ween. 


=. 


(262 -J0— 


the contending Parties of it. They cannot 
indeed expeé to bring the Government 
into a Robbery. The Commons in Par- 
liament are the Security of the Subjects 
Property,but never take ec me 
ty violently,away from them’ Tis [afwging 
the Parliament to fogs t, That they will 
diveft Men of their Eftates and net give 
them. leave to difpofe.of ’eaiefor a valuable 
Confideration: I wonidYain Defire the 
Gentlemen that are of another Opinion, to 
tell me whenever a Parliament did fy * 

But if fach a Monftrous thing fhould 


‘happen, asI am petf{waded it never can, 


while the Comftitution; of Brite@ remains, 
Fcannot helpfaying, let itbe Parliameat, 
or who it wift, it they take violently frogs 
any Maa) or-Company of Men, what the 
might fully, and would freely Pay theic 
ebts with, they ought to ay their Debts: 
for them ; forlegally fpeaking, Debts suff 
be Paid. a 
Nor indeed has any thing appear’d ta 
the Parligment to make the World imagin 
they wouild do otherwife 5 but the Projects 
of other Men have been obvicus, who 
would diveft the Company of their Pro- 
perty “ichout a valuable Confideratjon 
and would have the Company’s Effedty be 
veft-d in themfelves, that.is, they would be 
the Compiny’s they would have all che 
€ompany’s Puwer, wi:bout their Incum- 
brance,; they wold Bave all their Effeas 
without being oblig’d to, Pay their Debts, 
om aticaft they woutdiPay them as far as 
the Rrocuce, only: went, when they. had 
given away the jaft Valuation,, aqd-<Sold 
them for any Trifle they think fit 5 juft.as 
Goods Sold is Execution, which generally 
pipduce nota third Part of the Value, and 
leave the Debtor-vaked, and his Debts.ua- 
paid Of this barbarous Actempt, and 
fome particular Kriavery which appeai’d 
vifibie in it, 1 may" have feifuce to. (peak 
moreat large, if ever it comes before. a 
Parliament again 3; and [ am pesfwaded 
whsn -the Monfer comes to be Strip’d 


‘Baked, it will look like Oldbam’s Scatue of 
aFofuir, which ig its Ocigioal was a piffing 


Pol, but Dgeft ug, wag Worhhin’d fora 


Saint... 


Bat the next thing before me is to per-. 
fuade the Creditors to be willing to be 
paid. One would thiok this wasa wild 
Notion that could have nothing in it; 


Every one wil be forward enough to [ay it 


js ridiculous to fuggefti, No Man can’ 
fippos’d uawil ing to have his.Debt. Bo 
they ngt Scil “heir Bunds at great. Abag 
ment? Ad offfr a BHifcount cue big wl- 
moft tu benam’d, ‘to get their Money 
Do they not eagerly bid tor the Company’s 


. Goods, and Bay Sag i ao Excravagant 


Advance of Price ? they not by thefe 
Difcouats on one Hand, and Advances on 


the other, reife thelr wiliggnefS evento 


take a Half for ¢ hole? Hywcan it be 
Taid then they.g@ant to be pasfWaded to te 
witliog to be Paid 2 
Why truly the Thing at fitft Sight has 
thefe feeming Contradiétions ia’ ir, but 
upon a nearer Vicw,and Examining alittle 
the Marter of Fad, it will appear evident, 
That, in mg Senfe; they are not willingo 
be Paid. -He that_is fallen a ra ‘Rivér, 
and ‘bavinga’ Boat atshand-to étp him,’ or 
fomé Rupe or Staff handed. tw hisn f teke 
hoild.on, but'refafes to: take held, aad will 
by his own Swimming“makefor the Shoar y 
if-his Strength fails, and his Art in. Swim- 
ming caggot. Land him,and he Drowss3 
Wil you not fae, Phar Man was not willing 
to be fav’d? He-that will sot make. ufe 
of probable Means to eff-& a Thing, may 
certainly be faid not to be fufficiently. wil- 
ling to.cfle& it. The.Man.that Swig 
above, defigns mo doubt to Land, bue’ ‘were 
he as willing to fetute tris Landing, ag a 
clear view of bis diftance ought td hive 
made btni, he would have taka the more im: 
médtate help of a Bua‘ We. 1 gourd Ithiftrs 
the Thing by tntipmcrable ‘Siimiljes of this 
kiad, bat ils neediets . the Cafe is ( clear, 
no Man can Want help to feet. Had the 
Creditors of the AfricaneCompany been a8 
willing co be Paid, asthe.Danger of never 
being Paid ought to have made them, ‘they 


wouid rather have jvin’d with theCompany, - 


in frididg out the moft proper Methed af 
Payment, than have joiu’d in a Defign of 
Deftroying the Company, and. difabling 
them forever paying thematals 


Por 


163 } 


For the Creditors to fall in with Mea- 
{ares to Diffolve the Company, Ruin their 
Stock, and Diveft them of their Property, 
which are the only Fands from which their 
Demands can be Satisty’d, Will any Mano 
fay, This implies a willingnefs of being 
Paid ? Wilt any Man fay, This argues a 
View of the Danger of lofing their Debts? 
Men in the Raging of a Feavour, leap ont 
of Bed, throw themfelves into the Cold, 
and Diz Lumaticks , tear off their Plafters, 
and reje&-their Medicines. Can any one 
fay in thofe Fits, They are willing to be 
Cur’d ? A willingnefs of Cure can only 
appear ia a patient Application of proper 
Remedies , the reft is all light-headed 
Phrenzy, and Tends to their owa De- 
ftru@ion. 


This brings me to Examin two Things, 


1. The Improbabifity and Incoafiftency 
of the Schemes, which fumc Creditors 
have fallen in with, upon pretence of 
Setting Payment ot their Debts, aoe 
+e getting the Juftice and Honetty of 

m 


2--The Reafonablenefs and Probability 
of fuch Methods as the Company has 
at feveral Times propos’d for the 
Payment of theic Debts. 


From hence an eafie Application will tell 
any Man who isa Credicor of the Africane 
Company, .what he ouget to do; and 
whether it is his Intereft to Deftroy the 
Company, and Difable them from Pay- 
ment ef any Body; or to join with fuch 
Propofals for Upholding aud Supporting 
the Company as may enable them to pay 
the whole Debts, 

And this wilt be my next Subjed.. 


MiIscELLANEA. 


Have all along fpar’d a Part of this Pa- 

pes for the Affair of the Coal-Trade, 
aauthet Point in which wé were falling 
even Legally, and Magiftratic Hy into the 
moft prepofterous Error; by which we 
fhould in Year put it into the Power 
ot about 23°b826 Men, to have raifed a 


- Tax of an Huadred Thoufand Pounds a 


ae 


Year upon tie City of Loudon; ang have 
made many Thoufand Families of Sailers, 
Owners of Ship:, Mafters, and poor Keel- 
men, the moft Suabjeéted Slaves that ever 
this Free Nstioa taw, or perhaps heard of. 
- They were came to that Height bere, 
ag 1 have already noted, That mo Maa 
could fell his Coals at all, buc f{ich-as the 
Ten Lizghtermen pleas’d; and they fre 
quently Met, and fet what Price they 
pleas'd upon the M rket 3 Declaring by 
their Adfolute Authority, That no Mag 
fhould S 1! for more. 

Ac New-Cajftle, the Contra€tors were 
come tu that Height, that they had E- 
seGted a Coal-Chamber, or Coal-Office ; 


where they made By-Laws, impos’d Regu- 
lations and Fines upon the poor Keelmen, 
by theirown Arbitrary Authority; And 
Cennot but bumbly Propofe ic to thofe 
Genclemes, That they would prepare to 
defend thofe Pra@ices very Vigorovfly be- 
fore the next .Parliament , where I can 
affure them, they will be fetin a very clear 
Light 3 and where no Combination, Sup 
port of miftaken Magiftrates, or Power 
over the Opprefs’d Keelmen willbe of any 
Ufe to them ; and where, if [ am not very 
mach Miftaken in what { bave feen acd pee 
rus‘d, and have by me to produce, there 
will nor want evidence of Faet to Convia 
them of moft unfufferable Oppreffions. 
They ee read fomething of their Fate 
in the Confequence of the late Hearing 
before the Council prefent; where the 
Combiaacion ot che Collier-Mafters was 
apparently prov’d to be a Neceflity chey 
were driven to in their owe Defence. a- 
gainft a Contra& ac New-Cafile, more 
jufty call’d aCombioation ; and by Le 


the Trade w2e brought ¢o the Brink of 
Ruin,as will be feen by the By-Laws,or Re- 
gulations of the Coal-Chamber above-faid, 
which I Poblith’d in my Laft; where they 
take upon them to Appoiat what Price 
the Foreiga (hall pay, what Price the 
Coafting Trade thall pay, and what the 
London + Trade; in which the London- 
Trade was always’to pay more by 12 4. 
and 6 d. per Chaldron than others; and 
in a Letter written by a certain Off- 
cer of the Coal-Office above, to his Deal- 
et in London, the Original ot which I have 
by me,;and hhall L prkhy on Oacafions,after 
having Deferib’d their new Meafures, he 
concludes, nd how is may be feen, THAT 
YF THE CONTRACT HOLD, the Maiiers 
fol) have no Coals im this River, bus as the 
Office foall dire. 

And what fhall we fay for the poor Keels 
men, viz. The Men chat carry the Coals 
down the Tyne in Veffels like Lighters, 
call’d Keets, and Load them on Board the 
Ships: Thefe are, as I am inform’d, not 
fewer than Four Thoufand Men, befides 
their Families. The Intertuption of the 
Trade has taken their Employment from 
them, aud they are lefe Starving, and io 
the utmoft Diftrefs. They are not fo Ig: 
norant as not to know the Contraé, as they 
callit, that « the Combisation of the Coal: 
Owners at New-Caftie, and the Lightermen 
ac Loxdom, ws the Caufe of it: And it is a 


Wonder to me, J confefs, that Mifery and fi 


Poverty bas not provoked them toDemolith 
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the Contras 2 Way no honeft Man can 
defire eg or ite ceo ge met 
no Laws 5 and «¢ makes a oe 
Man mad, fo want Tiree makes honeft — 
Men Thieves, peaceable Men ‘Tamultuous; — 
and had thefe poor People fallen into any — 
Excefles, as they Bave been hardly kept 
from, I moft own the Coal-Owaers ought 
to have Anfwer'd forthe Confequente. 
Nor can the Magiftrates of New-Caftle — 
f{peakiog with all poffible Refpeé&, them- — 
felves be uacoucern’d, vpon whom the — 
Care of keeping the Peacethere, lyese And 
no doubt sbhey oughs to /uppofe,the Dire@ions 
given by her Majefty co the Lord Mayor, — 
and Aldermen of Losdom, conceras them 
alfa, wiz. That they fhoaid take Care to 
Difcountenance and Diffolve thefe Origi- 
nai Combinations, which have been the — 
Occafion of this Interraption of the Trade, 
that ic may be Open and Free asformeriy; 
and the Employment of the Poor, which is 
their Bread, mzy no more be taken from 
them. And this is the beft way to keep 


the Peace 3 theother Method tending only 


to encreate the Mifchief, enrage the — 
common People, caife Difturbances too 
great for the Civil Aurhority to Crahh; | 
and in the End bring the Military Force 
upou them: The Confequences of which 
to their Corporatiop, none cam Account 
for 5 and J can aflure them, if this ig not 
done, they will foon hear farther of its 
or thisgs cannot remain at this pals. 
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